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¶ To all of our choir  
members, narrators 
and sound system op-
erators for the presen-
tation of 2011 Christ-
mas Cantata & Christ-
mas Services. 

Saturday Dec. 24th  
6:30 p.m. 

Christmas Eve Service  
Holy Communion & Candle-

light with a Live Nativity 
(children &  youth interested 
in participating please arrive 
by 5:45 p.m. for costuming 

and lining up) 
 

11:00 p.m. 
Christmas Eve Service  
Holy Communion  & 
 Candlelight Service 

 

Sunday Dec. 25th  
10:00 a.m.  

Special Christmas Day  
Service 

 

Sunday Jan. 1, 2012 
Happy New Year  

10:00 a.m.  
{ǇŜŎƛŀƭ bŜǿ ¸ŜŀǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ  

Service 
Come worship with us as we 

prepare for the coming of 
our Savior! 

 Open Hearts  

    Open Minds  

       Open Doors  
The people of the 

 United Methodist 

Church 

Are You Ready? 
 January is tradition-
ally a time for "starting 
over".  The idea of a New 
Year causes me to want to 
review the past, consider 
the present, clean out, 
purge, re-do, and look to 
the future.  And that is just 
what we are going to do 
when I arrive at Ingleside 
UMC the last weekend of 
January 2012.  My name is Leigh L. Lloyd, 
and I have been engaged in leading con-
gregations through visioning and goal-
setting for more years than I want to 
count.  I am looking forward to walking 
with you as you consider the future of In-
gleside UMC. 
 I will be in Ingleside from Friday 
January 27th through Sunday January 
29th.  During the weekend I will tour your 
facilities and meet with the staff.  On Fri-
day I will spend a few hours with the 
Church Council to discuss the past, present 
and future of IUMC.  On Saturday January 
28th I will be leading a ministry review and 
goal setting session that is open to the en-
ǘƛǊŜ ŎƻƴƎǊŜƎŀǘƛƻƴ ό¢I!¢Ω{ ¸h¦ΗΗύΦ  L ǇǊŀȅ 
that you will be able to participate in this 
session.  The session will be from 9:00 a.m. 
to 1:00 p.m. and will include a light lunch.  
Bring your joys, concerns, thoughts, 
dreams, and your story of how YOU arrived 
at IUMC to share with all who attend.  On 
Sunday, I will worship with you during both 
services and conclude my time on Sunday 
afternoon by meeting with the Church 
Council to share my insights and begin the 
clarification of 5 year goals for IUMC.  
 Why set goals?  Are we going to do 
this AGAIN?  Vital congregations set goals 

for four basic reasons: 1. To give 
clarity and focus to ministry; 2. 
To move the church forward; 3. 
To create greater accountabil-
ity; and 4. To make the congre-
gation better.  All very valid rea-
sons for setting goals.  Basically, 
we set goals in order to know 
where we have been, where we 
are today, where we want to be 
in a specific time period, and 

HOW we are going to get there.  We set 
goals to help us in the mission of the 
church: building up the body of Christ 
(EVANGELISM) and engaging disciples in a 
changing world (MISSION).  
 In order to accomplish the task 
God has placed in our hands, IUMC will be 
engaged in measuring the following activi-
ties: disciples in worship, disciples making 
disciples, disciples growing in faith, disci-
ples engaged in mission and ministry to the 
world, and disciples sharing resources.  You 
will learn more about these areas on Satur-
day afternoon. 
 The ministry of the church is de-
lineated in Acts 2:41-47.  This is church!  If 
you want to know what Ingleside UMC 
should be like, look like and act like - go to 
the second chapter of Acts.  I hope each of 
you will read Acts 2:41-47 prior to my arri-
val.  Read the text, ask God what this 
means for IUMC, and write down your 
thoughts.  You will have an opportunity to 
share these thoughts during my time with 
you on Saturday. 
 I am looking forward to being with 
you.  Please keep me and Ingleside UMC in 
your prayers. 

 Blessings, 
~ Rev. Leigh L. Lloyd 
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RECENTLY DIVORCED-WIDOWED  
or SEPARATED 

  

 Being recently divorced, widowed, or separated 
creates a hurdle that is hard to get over alone.  For that 
reason, First United Methodist Church-Corpus Christi is 
pleased to offer Recovery classes to make this transi-
tion easier. 
 FUMC  Corpus Christi will be offering classes for 
the recent divorced, widowed, and separated starting 
January 11th and ending April 11th.  The cost of the 
course, Recovery, is $35.00, scholarships available. 
 Recovery is designed for the separated, di-
vorced, or widowed person seeking to become whole 
again.  Sessions will be from 6:00τ8:00 p.m. each 
Wednesday.  Childcare will be provided.  Recovery will 
run in conjunction with mid-Week Manna, where a va-
riety of activities for all ages takes place. 
 No one has to go through it alone.  Healing is 
possible, with prayer and support as we enter a spiri-
tual holistic journey to recovery in a confidential, re-
spectful, and caring environment. 
 If you have someone in your congregation who 
would benefit from these classes, contact Stacye 
McCain, 361-884-0391.  To register, please go to 
ccfumc.com click on Adults, and then "Recovery". 
          Administrative Assistant for Adult Education 

                           ~Stacye McCain 

              

 

5ŀǾŜ wŀƳǎŜȅΩǎ CƛƴŀƴŎƛŀƭ tŜŀŎŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ        
IMAGINE YOURSELF DEBT FREE! 

                        Do you struggle to make ends                            
meet?  Do you have too much at the end of your 
money?  Did you over spend this Christmas?  If you 
have made mistakes and feel like your money vanishes 
each month, you are not alone.  Seventy percent of 
Americans live paycheck to paycheck regardless of in-
come. 

 Imagine Yourself DEBT FREE will help you take 
control of your money and solve some of these prob-
lems. This DEBT FREE thirteen week course is designed 
to teach you and your family how to get out of debt, 
stay out of debt, and build wealth.  The class will meet 
each week to watch video lessons and participate in 
discussion and accountability groups that will change 
your whole attitude about  money! 

   

 

Dave Ramsey breaks through the common financial 
jargon and explains how money really works in a sim-
ple, easy-to-ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǎǘȅƭŜΦ  ¸ƻǳΩƭƭ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ Ŧǳƴ 
as you learn about saving, budgeting, investing, insur-
ance, and more! 

  If you would like to learn how to get control of 
your money, stop struggling to make ends meet, tell 
ȅƻǳǊ ƳƻƴŜȅ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƻ ŘƻΣ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ Ŧǳπ
ture, call Karen Bridges at 361-238-4575 or the Ingle-
side United Methodist Church at 361-776-2820 today 
for further information.  Childcare is provided.  The 
class starts with a preview and the first 

 class on Thursday, January 5, 2012, at  

the Ingleside united Methodist Church  

in room 4  at 7:00 p.m..  Invite your  

friends and neighbors.   

                                Everyone is invited! 

 

 

Kick-Off the New Year with the Up-Coming Courses and Studies!  

 

How God Takes Our Little  

& Makes It Much! 
A Weekly Bible Study 

 

 How God Takes Our Little & Makes It Much is 
a 6 week video study.  Each session uses core terms 
and life-application topic taken from the Wesley 
Study Bible to help us grow as faithful followers of 
Jesus as we practice out faith in everyday life.  James 
Moore tells heartwarming stories as he teaches us 
about the Bible using six Bible stories. 
 This course will begin on Thursday, January 
12, 2012 in room 6.  Classes will be offered from 
10:00-11:00 a.m. and from 7:00-8:00 p.m.  Everyone 
is invited to come!  Childcare is available if needed.  
For further information call the church office at 361-
776-2820 or Ann Miller at 361-776-0197.  Mark your 
calendars and plan to attend! 
 
 

 

Daytime Bible Study 
The Daytime Bible Study class meets each Monday 
morning in room 4 at 10:00 a.m. for discussion bible 
Study.  Currently we are studying 1 Samuel.  Who 
was Samuel?  What did Samuel do?  Why does Sam-
uel have to books?  Come and find out all about 
Samuel.  Everyone is welcome! 

Dave Ramsey 
Debt Free 
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   Beginners   
Conversational  
Spanish Class 

Conversational 
English Class 

 

Conversational  
Spanish Class 

Conversational 
Spanish Class 

 



OPEN DOOR  

     LENTEN STUDY 
Watch for upcoming information 
on the Lenten Study.  Lent comes 
early this year.  Watch for what 
the Education Committee has 
planned. 

 

ENGLISH CLASS 

 Since our classes began in July, forty-six peo-
ple have enrolled.  There has been an average at-
tendance of 15 per class.  Work schedules and trips 
out of town have contributed to some absences.  
 We have completed two books and look for-
ward to starting a new one in January. The classes 
are free, informal and occasionally we 
cover material that is of individual inter-
est to the students, such as how to send 
money home or fill out job applications.  
We have also discussed questions the 
students may have concerning the 
Church and the community.   
 Currently we have students from 
Mexico, Taiwan and Korea enrolled.  
Diane Stavinoha and LaDonna Koenigs-
burg have helped tutor the classes.  We 
meet every Friday and Saturday eve-
nings from 5:00 to 7:00 in room 4.  If 
you know of anyone who would be in-
terested in attending these classes or 
who would like to help as a tutor, please contact  
Liz Eastin  361- 775-2790.  
 

                             ~Liz Eastin 
 

 

 

MISSIONS 
 

 THANK YOU!  THANK YOU!  Thanks to all of 
you who helped with our Thanksgiving Day Dinner.  
You helped approximately 200 people locally enjoy 
a delicious dinner and a time for fellowship and we 
had leftovers to take to the Good Samaritan Mis-
sion  that evening.  Thank you for cooking, baking, 
preparing, delivering, serving, joining us for dinner 
and praying for the dinner.  Many of our guests ex-
pressed their appreciation and gratitude for this 
meal. 

           

CHERUB TREE 
 We are now filling 36 stockings for the Child 
Protective Services Giving Tree.  First a big THANK 
YOU to the quilters who meet here twice a month 
for making 60 stockings for us to use.  The Stock-
ings are beautiful and added so much color to our 
ǾŜǎǘƛōǳƭŜΦ  ¢ƻ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƘƻ ǘƻƻƪ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΣ 
¢I!bY ¸h¦ ŦƻǊ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ȅƻǳƴƎ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ƭƛŦŜ 
brighter. 
 We have served over 2400 sandwiches this 
year on the Salvation Army Canteen, as well as 
handing out hygiene kits and clothes, and prayers.  
It is such a wonderful feeling to see so many people 
gather to prepare for our monthly trips.  It is truly a 

ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎŜŜ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƎǊŀǘƛǘǳŘŜΦ  
Again, THANKS!!! For giving a helping 
hand. 

 

Mission Chairperson 

~Liz Eastin 
          

 

COUNTING BLESSINGS 
 

 At Thanksgiving we sing a mar-
velous hymn called "Count Your Bless-
ings". I would like to take a moment 
to thank each of you who help in the 
many ministries of IUMC.  I especially 
wish to thank everyone who helped 

with the many special services and 
e v e n t s 
during Ad-
vent and 
C h r i s t -

mas.  Many of you helped to put up decorations for 
Advent and Christmas. 
 You helped in the "Hanging of the Greens" 
service.  Our Children & Youth Choir did a great job 
for us several times in December.  We had great 
singers, narrators, and musicians for our can-
tata.  You helped with our Christmas Eve ser-
vices.  Of course, some have been left out but 
thank you for your service. 
 It has truly been a joy to serve IUMC for al-

You are invited to a discussion of  

Southwest Texas Conferenceõs future 

 on Saturday, January, 12, 2012,  

 in Corpus Christi.  

  More details coming...  
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You are invited to a discussion of  

Southwest Texas Conferenceõs future 

 on Saturday, January, 12, 2012,  

 in Corpus Christi.  

  More details coming...  

How has God blessed you through your church leadership position or  
ministries you  are involved in? 

or 

How have you seen/experienced God at work in and through Ingleside UMC? 
 

Send your responses to Pastor Kelli by email: pastoriumc@cableone.net or by snail mail:  
P.O. Box 688, Ingleside, TX 78362. 

  Responses to the above questions: 
 

 A song writer created some great lyrics when 
he wrote "I'm proud to be an American".  I want to 
enthusiastically say I am proud to be a member of 
IUMC.  I was doing some preparation work for a 
Methodist Men's project, when a business lady I 
was meeting with said that she wanted to tell me 
something about my church.  She then began to talk 
about the ministries and the many "ministers" (all of 
you) in glowing words.  She has attended many  of 
our ministry activities and has always felt welcomed 
and loved.  She felt that this church did so very 
much to help meet the  needs of so many hurting 
people.   
 I whole heartedly agree.  This church believes 
the scripture that if you do good for others, you 
have done good unto God.  So I left her place of 
business on cloud nine.  This is what we should do 
as Christians, i.e. make a difference in the lives of 
people around us every day.  Thank you for every-
thing you do in your service to God.  I  am PROUD to 
be a part of Ingleside United Methodist Church.   
 
                          Your fellow minister,   

~Leo Oliver 
 
 

    
 From the vantage point in the choir loft, I have 
the privilege each Sunday of looking out at the faces 
ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘǎ-the people who help make our 
ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎŦǳƭΦ  tŜƻǇƭŜ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀǎƪ 
for or expect acknowledgement-ushers, greeters, 
worship leaders, those who take up the offering, 
communion stewards, the praise band, the choirs, 
ŀƴŘ ŀƭƭ ǿƘƻ άǇŀǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜŀŎŜΦέ   

            During this busy season, I have been blessed by 
the willingness of people to help decorate the church 
(even climbing into a dirty attic), light the Advent 

candles, help with special services, and sing joyfully 
in the choirs. 

 

άCƻǊ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ ŦŜƭƭƻǿ ǿƻǊƪŜǊǎΣ ȅƻǳǊ ŀǊŜ DƻŘΩǎ 
ŦƛŜƭŘΣ DƻŘΩǎ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎΦέ                       м /ƻǊƛƴǘƘƛŀƴǎ оΥф 

 

Worship Chairperson 
~Shelley Frey 

 
  ¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ рǘƘ ϧ сǘƘ ƎǊŀŘŜ άIƻǇŜέ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ 
class is very  enthusiastic about learning how to serve 
God right here and right now.   
 
  These are wonderful kids at an age that is very 
receptive to the word of God.  The class has been col-
lecting funds for a project.  This time, we decided to 
donate all that we have collected, so far, to one or 
more of the projects at the IUMC Alternative Christ-
mas Market.   
 
  We will begin collecting again after the holidays 
and hope to donate to the Heifer Project at the end of 
the school year.  It is a privilege to teach this class and 
I love every minute of it. 
 

~Polly Garbutt 
 

Alternate Christmas Market 
 

We had a wonderful 2011 Alternate Christmas 
Market and raised  $1,461.78!     

 

The subtotals are: 
 

GBGM Missionary Becky Harrell             $245.00 
 

IUMC Assistance Ministry                       $363.39 
 

Feeding the Hungry:  
   Salvation Army Mobile Canteen & 
   Thanksgiving Lunch                         $344.03 
   Susannah Supper UMW                      $229.36 
 

American Cancer Society Relay for Life    $280.00 
 

Thank you  to everyone who contributed and 
helped make this market a wonderful success! 
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Changing the Conversation: Nurturing a Third Way for Congregations  
by Anthony B. Robinson 

 

 

 

 

 

Salvation Army Mobile Canteen  

òSurviving the Nightó 
 

Upcoming dates:  
To be announced in January 2012 

If you would like to help, contact 

Liz Eastin (775-2790) 

 For congregations--particularly congregations of 
the mainline Protestant tradition--the way forward has 
ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴΧΦCƻǊ 
congregations that seek such a third way, there are per-
haps ten important conversations that need to be deep-
ened and sustained in their ongoing life.  These conver-
sations are all contributions to and different takes on 
the overall effort to change the conversation in ways 
that nurture an emerging third way that moves beyond 
the current and tired polarization. 
/ƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ ƭŀǎǘ ƳƻƴǘƘΧ 
 

Conversation 10: Where Do We Start? 
 With so much work to do and so many conversa-
tions to be had, where do you start?  For many congre-
ƎŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ŦƻŎǳǎƛƴƎ ƻƴ άǇǳǊǇƻǎŜέ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ǇƭŀŎŜΦ  LŦ 
ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǎŜΣ ƪŜŜǇ ƛƴ ƳƛƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǊǊƛǾƛƴƎ ŀǘ ŀ ǊŜŀǎƻƴŀπ
bly clear, theologically sound statement of purpose is 
only half the battle.  Congregations not only need a 
clear and compelling statement of purpose, they also 
need a sense of purpose.  The two are related but dif-
ferent.  A statement of purpose puts the big idea into 
words.  A sense of purpose gets you out of bed in the 
morning and keeps you going in the face of challenges. 
 
 ²ƘŜǊŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ ǎǘŀǊǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƘƻƭŘ ǘƻπ
ƎŜǘƘŜǊ ǘǿƻ ǉǳŀƭƛǘƛŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ Ǝƻ ǿŜƭƭ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΥ 
urgency and patience.  This work, recognizing that 
Christendom is over and yet the need for the church 
and gospel is not over but, if anything, more acute, 
ƳŜŀƴǎ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘΦ  ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǊƛƎƘǘ ƴƻǿΦ  
We have to work to become new congregations with a 
great sense of urgency.  And yet we must be patient.  
We must be patient with each other because this is 
tough, demanding work.  We must be patient with our 

leaders as they learn new ways and as they struggle to 
acquire new skills.  We must be patient as old structures 
ƎƛǾŜ ǿŀȅ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǉǳƛǘŜ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿ ƻƴŜǎ 
ŀǊŜΦ  5ƻƛƴƎ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ŀƴπ
swers in advance.  We are learning as we go. 
 Like the Hebrews who were learning what it 
meant to be Israel during their long journey in the wil-
derness, like the church in the Book of Acts learning 
what it meant to be church, we are in a time of new 
learning.  As we change the conversation we shall come 
to see this new time not as a time of inevitable decline 
or disarray but as a new time of learning, of deepening 
faith, and of a great and godly adventure. 
òChanging the Conversation: Nurturing a Third Way for Congrega-

tionsó by Anthony B. Robinson is reprinted from Alban Weekly (No. 

355, May 16, 2011), with permission from the Alban Institute. Copy-

right © 2011 by The Alban Institute, Inc., Herndon, VA. All rights 

reserved. Alban Weekly is a free electronic newsletter sent once a 

week with timely and concise information on emerging trends and 

Albanõs latest resources and upcoming events. Sign up at http://

www.alban.org/weekly/  

    

Church History  
 

 We are doing a history project 
on IUMC.   

If you have history of IUMC,  

please share it with 

Pastor Kelli by email  

pastoriumc@cableone.net  

or by snail mail  

P.O. Box 688, Ingleside, TX 78362.   

Thank you! 

http://www.alban.org/weekly/
http://www.alban.org/weekly/
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The Heart of Generosity:  
Extravagant generosity  

and the church 
 

Experts examine the heart of giving in  
The United Methodist Church 

By Rachel L. Toalson  

Managing Editor of SWTX Conference Witness  

 Leaders says generosity encompasses sacri-
fice, a spiritual discipline that God desires for us. 
Fear, they say, is one of the biggest deterrents to 
ƎŜƴŜǊƻǎƛǘȅ ƛƴ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴΩǎ ƭƛŦŜΦ 

 ά/ƻƳƳŀƴŘ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ǊƛŎƘ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ 
world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in 
wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope 
in God, who richly provides us with everything for 
our enjoyment. Command them to do good, to be 
rich in good deeds and to be generous and willing to 
share. In this way they will lay up treasure for them-
selves a firm foundation for the coming age, so that 
ǘƘŜȅ Ƴŀȅ ǘŀƪŜ ƘƻƭŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭƛŦŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ǘǊǳƭȅ ƭƛŦŜΦέ  м 
Timothy 6: 17-19 

 The Bible is full of references to money and 
the relationship between Christians and their money. 
In many passages, Jesus and Paul and a handful of 
Old Testament writers challenged the Christian to be 
generous always in the giving of money. But what 
exactly does it mean to be generous? 

 Gordon MacDonald, author of Generosity: 
Moving Toward Life that is Really Life, says it means 
ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜΦ  ά¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ ǎŀŎǊƛŦƛŎŜ ƛǎ ǎƻ ŘƛŦŦƛŎǳƭǘ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ǘƻ 
ŀŎŎŜǇǘΣ ŀǘ ǘƛƳŜǎΣέ aŀŎ5ƻƴŀƭŘ ǿǊƛǘŜǎΦ ά¸Ŝǘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŜȄπ
actly what we must do when we practice generosity: 
sacrifice of something of value to us for the good of 
ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΣ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƘŜƳΦ  ά¸ƻǳ ǎŜŜΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ 
what differentiates generosity and giving. Giving can 
be done begrudgingly and devoid of love. But true 
generosity is always initiated by love. Because God is 

love, as our hearts become molded in his likeness, 
we will naturally move toward a life of greater gener-
ƻǎƛǘȅΦέ 

Stewardship defined 

 Clayton Smith, pastor of generosity for the 
United Methodist Church of the Resurrection in Kan-
sas, said generosity is directly linked to good stew-
ŀǊŘǎƘƛǇΣ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ άǿƛǎŜ ǳǎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƳƻƴŜȅΣέ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŀƭπ
izing that our money is not our own. 

 Byrd Bonner, the Southwest Texas Conference 
ŘƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ ƻŦ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇΣ ŘŜŦƛƴŜŘ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇ ŀǎ άƻǳǊ 
ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ƎƛǾŜƴ ǳǎΦέ  
ά{ǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ǘŀƪƛƴƎ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ 
given but also giving back that which we have taken 
ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦΣέ .ƻƴƴŜǊ ǎŀƛŘΦ ά¢ƘŜ ŎŀǊŜǘŀƪƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ 
has been entrusted to us and the acknowledgment 
ǘƘŀǘ ƴƻƴŜ ƻŦ ƛǘ ǘǊǳƭȅ ōŜƭƻƴƎǎ ǘƻ ǳǎΦέ  {ǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇ ƛƴπ
ŎƭǳŘŜǎ Ƴŀƴȅ ŜƭŜƳŜƴǘǎΣ ƘŜ ǎŀƛŘΦ  ά{ŜƭŦ-denial is an ele-
ƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ƎƻƻŘ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎƘƛǇΣέ .ƻƴƴŜǊ ǎŀƛŘΦ 
ά!ƴŘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘƛȊŀǘƛƻƴΤ ǿŜ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ 
ǘƘŜ ŦŀŎǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ƎƛǾŜ ōŀŎƪ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǾŜ 
taken care of, it needs to be the first thing we do, not 
ǘƘŜ ƭŜŦǘƻǾŜǊΦ LǘΩǎ ŀ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǇǊƛƻǊƛǘȅΦ  
ά!ƴŘ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǘŀƪŜ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 
ōƭŜǎǎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘΣ ǿŜ Řƻ ƛǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǊǳŘŜƴŎŜΣ ǎƻ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ǝƻ 
overboard in any particular area of our spending or 
ƻǳǊ ƭƛŦŜΦ ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƻŘΣ ǇǊǳŘŜƴǘ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎΦέ 

 Dick Young, director of stewardship for the 
Texas Methodist Foundation, said the root of stew-
ardship and generosity can be traced to how we deal 
ǿƛǘƘ άǎǘǳŦŦΦέ  άIƻǿ Řƻ ǿŜ ŘŜŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭ ǇƻǎǎŜǎπ
sions and our treasure in a God-ƘƻƴƻǊƛƴƎ ǿŀȅΚέ 
¸ƻǳƴƎ ǎŀƛŘΦ ά²ŜΩǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǎǘŜǿŀǊŘǎΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ ŀƭƭ ōŜŜƴ Ŝƴπ
trusted with resources. We have the responsibility to 
manage those resources for the advancement and 
ǘƘŜ ƎƭƻǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳΦ  άLǘ ƳŜŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ Ǉǳǘπ
ting the cross in front of the dollar sign, rather than 
ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘƻƭƭŀǊ ǎƛƎƴ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ƎƻŘ ǿŜ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΦέ 

όǘƻ ōŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘΧύ 

(article from Witness Online SWTX Conference, September 9, 2011) 
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Music Ministry  

Christmas  
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Christmas  
Cantata  

 Presentation at the 
Carriage Inn  

Portland 
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 Presentation 
2011 
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IUMC  December 

 Work Day 

Celebrating 

Happy Birthday Jesus! 

aƻǘƘŜǊΩǎ 5ŀȅ hǳǘ 

vǳƛƭǘŜǊǎΩ DǊƻǳǇ  

preparing Christmas stockings for  
  Lexington Rehab-Nursing Home 


